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preface
This report was produced by Nature

The material presented here sits as

Tourism Services for Blue Mountains

an extension of the thematic content

City Council in January 2019.

prepared by Nature Tourism Services

The project brief was as follows:
The objects of this consultancy are to have;
•
•

a contractor install interpretive information about

It should be read and understood

carpark entry in the Woodford Reserve across the
150m of open lawn leading up to the northern “rear”
entry to the Academy is a very high priority for Stage
2 action in relation to this precinct. This approach
would link up with and provide enhanced context
/ meaning for the existing engraved concrete path

within the background and context

supporting additional information to be available

information provided in this report.

route.

This interpretive strategy project has two outputs

in this strategy is the integral development of a

time.
The consultants are expected to;
•

Review the background information provided.

•

Confirm location and number of signs required
and feasible within the budget available for
construction ($25,000).
Work with the overarching themes provided.
Draw on the report and other sources if
necessary to provide suitable content and
artwork for the signs.

•

Academy + Environs Story Distillation.

enhanced formal access path leading from the

Woodford Academy Reserve by April 2019, and,
on Council’s website via QR codes at the same

•

for this project – the Woodford

In particular it is noted here that developing an

Provide construction details for the signs.

to consider. The first is the key deliverable here of
providing a new interpretive experience focussed
around the Woodford Reserve that invites users to
connect with the rich and many layered heritage of
this place.
In this it must deliver a concrete experience that
exists as a stand alone entity going forward with no
need for any further elaboration or investment.

section that exists in the last 50m of this access
A feature of the interpretive response proposed
supporting web app to provide deeper narrative
levels for users to explore as they journey around the
precinct. In this way the signage acts as a portal to a
deeper online narrative that can be translated on the
fly into the users language of choice.
This supporting digital matrix plays a crucial role
in “lightening the load” needing to be carried by
the signage in terms of the amount of content and

It must also however also consider the additional

thematic diversity of the signage set.

ongoing interpretive opportunities of the precinct

These materials stand equally as points of

and its surrounding heritage assets – especially that
of the Woodford Academy.

engagement/connection for the user and as an
information source in their own right. This dynamic

Ongoing staged investments to both enhance

also allows for simple ongoing expansion and further

the interpretive experience on offer in the reserve,

elaboration of the product to be provided via future

improve its connections with the adjoining

staged interventions for both this precinct and for

Woodford Academy and also to inform the potential

the adjoining Woodford Academy.

interpretive options open for the Academy to

Ian Charles

explore within its own grounds are matters of
consideration for this project.

Director, Nature Tourism Services, JANUARY 2019
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The crucial value of water in the harsh ridgetop sandstone landscapes
of the Blue Mountains comes through from the earliest accounts of
European travel across the area.
One key report report from 1827 notes how a man was lost while
presumably leaving the roadway in search of water. An interesting feature
of this article also is the way the name Caleys Repulse was mistaken
attached to this general precinct at that time. We now know that the
botanical explorer George Caley’s travels took him along the ridgeline
north of the Grose River - not along the river southern watershed ridge as
followed by Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth in 1813.

Detail from: Map of the colony of New South Wales 1837. Robert Dixon / engraved by J.C. Walker.
National Library of Australia. MAP G8971.G46 1837
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water and feed for animals could be found. This approach is embodied in Governor Lachlan Macquarie calling
water”. A traveller passing through Springwood c. 1820 also drew the scene of Aboriginal people camped at the
location – an indication of how such places provided the natural crossroads of human interaction in the mountains.

We then Halted at
three o’clock in a very
pretty wooded Plain
near a Spring of very
good fresh Water, and
Pitched our Tent near
the side of the Road.
This stage is 12 miles
from Emu Ford and our
first on the Mountains.
-- The Place being very
pretty I have named it
“Spring-Wood” –

Lachlan Macquarie 26 April 1815

PIC Volume 581 #T890-T926 NK9840/1-37-Views taken while serving on the East Indian
Station in H.M. ships Leander and Dauntless, 1820-1822 [picture]./Native gunnias [i.e.
gunyahs] near Springwood [picture]. Created/Published between 1820 and 1822. National
Library of Australia

...by making a “gunya” or
“place of shelter” in case of
bad weather (In fine weather
the Blacks provide merely
three forked sticks, so set up
as to support one another, and
placing boughs of foliage upon
these their gunya is made for the
night – Of course this temporary
shelter is always to windward
of the fire and they enjoy their
‘otium’ under its lee – But in
seasons of rain or cold, these
habitations are formed of Bark
which are made larger or smaller
according to the desire of the
individual, or the extent of his
family.
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This is a compelling statement about travel along the dry, barren Blue Mountains ridgeline. There was not an infinite

his first mountain’s campsite Springwood on 25 April 1815 on account of it providing a “spring of very good fresh

from Notes and sketches taken during a
surveying Expedition in N. South Wales and
Blue Mountains Road by William Govett
1830-1835

Atlas of the settled counties of New South Wales. County of Cook,
N.S.W. Created/Published [Sydney : Published by Basch & Co., 1872].
National Library of Australia. MAP RaA 18 Plate 2
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The value of the spring water resource at 20 Mile Hollow was evident when
the property was presented for sale for the first time in 1839.
Following a chaotic few years in the early 1830s wherein Thomas Pembroke
took up a land grant at 20 Mile Hollow to establish a reputable mountain
inn alongside an existing sly grog shop on site run by William James, the
venue emerged from its land title land struggles as a destination with serious
business potential along the Bathurst Mountain Road.
Prospective buyers’ attention was especially drawn to the site’s “productive
garden and overflowing spring of pure water”. With twenty acres already
under cultivation, the new proprietor could “with a little more clearance grow

Railway construction transfers traffic off
Bathurst Road. Most users travel BY
rather than THROUGH Woodford.
Woodford becomes a destination in its
own right.

Road upgrades
and surge in
traffic due to
goldrushes

Spring fed travellers’
stopover along Coxs
Road over mountains
Spring fed swamp at natural
intersection of ridges leading
east-west and north-south

BUSH CORRIDOR
WAYSIDE

Woodford House

CROSSROADS ON COUNTRY
Buss’ Inn

HIGHWAY CENTRE AGAIN

Woodford Academy

HIGHWAY BYPASS /
COMMUNITY
CROSSROADS
AGAIN

Woodford Academy
Woodford Reserve

Subdivided properties

Kings Arms

Four lane Glenbrook - Katoomba
highway upgrade means
travellers pass BY rather than
THROUGH Woodford.
Community reconnection with
traditional Aboriginal cultural
pathways (e.g. Woodford-Oaks)
re-establishes 20 Mile Hollow’s
role as a community crossroads.

Great Western Highway upgrades from1930s
onwards re-establish Woodford as a place people
travel through in transit across the mountains

RAILWAY BYPASS

HIGHWAY
CENTRE

The Woodman

Woodford
Academy

1830s

1850s

1870s

1890s

1910s

1930s

1950s

1970s

1990s

2010s

WOODFORD

TWENTY MILE HOLLOW

possibly ... KIRA (beautiful place) – Aboriginal Country

WOODFORD ACADEMY TRANSIT

hay and corn sufficient for the supply of his stables”.
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Sydney Gazette 23 May 1839

Tracing from working plan between Linden and Woodford [cartographic material] / N.S.W. Railways. New South Wales Government Railways and Tramways. 1915. State Library of NSW

From a landscape perspective, 20 Mile Hollow / Woodford is positioned as
the western edge of the upper valley headwaters that defines the notoriously
problematic to traverse section of country running from 17 Mile Hollow
(Linden) past 18 Mile Hollow (Bulls Camp) to 20 Mile Hollow (Woodford
House / Academy).
Water from the spring at 20 Mile Hollow would have provided vital supplies for the convict road gang
working through this precinct in late August/early Sept 1814. It likely also supplemented the needs
of Bulls Camp when their on site dam ran low. Water from this catchment helped refuel the trains

Country

Blaxland (1813)

The Aboriginal concept of “Country” is complex
but central to understanding Australian
Indigenous culture, and to an appreciation of
Aboriginal history in the Blue Mountains and the
Woodford precinct.

Aboriginal people have occupied Australia for at
least 50,000 years, and the Blue Mountains for
at least 22,000 years.

“For Aboriginal people, “country” does not
just mean the creeks, rock outcrops, hills and
waterholes. “Country” includes all living things.
It incorporates people, plants and animals. It
embraces the seasons, stories and creation
spirits. “Country” is both a place of belonging
and a way of believing.”

Blaxland mentions (13 May 1813), probably in
the present vicinity of Springwood, ‘several
native huts at different places’. Near present
Linden (19 May) he describes a ‘heap of Stones
piled up in the Shape of Pyramid by some
European’, later described (erroneously) as
‘Caley’s Repulse’ but possibly an Aboriginal
feature. On 21 May, probably near Wentworth
Falls, they heard noises near camp and feared
that the natives had followed them and they
were in danger.

Early colonial travellers reported few contacts
with Aborigines on the Blue Mountains plateau,
and there are no records of massacres or open
conflict. The population and use of the area by
Aboriginal people may have been relatively low
compared to adjoining, more fertile areas, but
the true population picture is likely to remain
uncertain.
The main Blue Mountains ridge and probably
branching ridges have been regarded as routes
of Aboriginal travel and trade, with some of
them coming together near Woodford. The
high density of rock art and other sites in the
Woodford-central Blue Mountains area suggests
it may have been an important ceremonial area.
The engraving in Woodford Reserve is part of
this heritage.
The National Trust at Woodford Academy
recently began recovering the Aboriginal history
of the site, making steps towards reconciliation.

“Country: In Aboriginal English, a person’s
land, sea, sky, rivers, sites, seasons, plants
and animals; place of heritage, belonging and
spirituality; is called ‘Country’.”
Thus for Aboriginal people every aspect of their
being was (and is) integrated with the land, so
they were dispossessed not only of territory in
the European sense, but of their culture and very
identity.
The area around Woodford is considered to
be the traditional Country of the Darug and
Gundungurra people, many of whom still reside
in and around the Blue Mountains.
Early European observations
“During the early exploratory expeditions,
numerous indications were seen that people
lived in the Blue Mountains, though there was
no contact with anyone…However, even once
the road was constructed, very few of the
travellers…reported seeing Aboriginal people in
the Blue Mountains.”
Dispossession in the Blue Mountains began
with the first European explorations, perhaps
even earlier. These explorers and later travellers
reported few encounters or signs of Aboriginal
people in the mountains, and yet they were
sometimes aware of their presence. Of course,
some of these travellers may have had little
interest in the local inhabitants, and their
observations cannot be taken completely at face
value.

On 24 May, still on the main range, they heard
‘a Native chopping’ but ‘he ran away before he
could be discovered’. Once they were in view
of the valleys to the west (present Megalong,
Kanimbla and Hartley) Aboriginal observations
became much more frequent. On 26 May,
possibly above the present Megalong Valley,
they ‘saw the fires of the natives below’, and
another group below them the next day, possibly
below present Mt Victoria. They saw the second
group again, in a new location, on 27 May.
Evans (1813-14)
Evans mentions nothing of Aboriginal presence
on the mountains, on either his forward or return
journey. The first mention comes west of the
mountains on 25 November 1813, when they
camped on the banks of the present River Lett
in the present Hartley Valley: ‘We have not seen
any natives but hear them shouting all around
us. Upon returning to the ‘foot of the Mountains’
on 29 December he reports: ‘The Natives seem
to be numerous; there are fires in many parts not
far from us’.
However Evans comments repeatedly over
a period of five days’ travel along the main
ridge on how the mountains had been ‘fired
in all directions’ (4 January 1814) between his
forward and return journeys. The use of fire by
Aborigines to repel Europeans was reported
from other regions, and if Evans (and the 1813
explorers before him) were being observed, then
their reliance on green feed for the horses would
have been noted.

east-west flow of Aboriginal people across Country,
so too were north-south transitions influenced by the
way in which ridgelines rising from the Grose River in
the north and Bedford Creek in the south converged
in the broad expanse of broken ridgetop country
centred around the place Europeans called 20 Mile
Hollow.
Aboriginal people may have referred to this locale
as Kira – a word taken to mean “beautiful place”.
The mid-mountains may have been an important
ceremonial zone.
The only known evidence (physical or documentary)
of past Aboriginal links with 20 Mile Hollow is the rock
engraving behind the Academy (10m long groove).
This has been assessed by several archaeologists as
most likely Aboriginal in origin. However the wider
precinct is richly endowed with other sites including
rock engravings, cave paintings, grinding grooves,
stone arrangements, shelters and occupation sites.
The density of sites in the precinct and midmountains generally suggests the area was well used
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in 1814.
Just as the new road alignment reflected an ancient

However several of the early accounts allude
to Aboriginal attacks, or fear of attacks, on
travellers which, if true (and not just presumed),
suggests at least presence, as well as
resistance. Unlike many other areas, including
the Sydney and Central West regions, there
is no record of massacres or retaliatory raids
by either Aborigines or settlers on the Blue
Mountains plateau. By comparison, early
conflicts in western Sydney and around Bathurst
saw many deaths over several years and have
been described as ‘wars’.

Macquarie and Antill (1815)
Major Antill accompanied Governor Lachlan
Macquarie’s inspection of the new road to
Bathurst. Neither account mentions Aborigines
or signs of them.
Quoy, Gaudichaud & Pellion (1819)
These three Frenchmen were part of Freycinet’s
voyage of exploration and science in the South
Seas, and travelled across the Blue Mountains
during a stopover in Sydney. They were
interested in all aspects of the local environment.
At Springwood they noted the blackened
trees, attributed to ‘natives liking to set alight
the grasses and brushwood obstructing their
way’. At an unspecified location in the lower
mountains, they ‘first saw any of the wretched
inhabitants of those lofty regions’: ‘a sick old
man, lying on kangaroo skins, near a fire, and
receiving the attentions of a younger man’.
William Lawson (of the 1813 crossing) was
accompanying them, and recognised the older
man as ‘Karadra, supreme chief or king of that
part of the mountain’. He had apparently killed
many ‘English’ but never been caught ‘in the
act’ but later had become ‘peacefully disposed’.
The Frenchmen also noted that ‘Sometimes,
when hunting, the natives rove in these lonely
mountains, and more than one traveller has
been the victim of their murderous spears’.
The “lonely” Blue Mountains?
In the above and other accounts of 14 early
journeys over the Blue Mountains , a marked
contrast emerges between frequent encounters
with Aborigines in areas either side of the
Blue Mountains (western Sydney and the
Central West), and their persistence in those
regions into the mid-1800s, and a paucity of
reported Aboriginal presence in the mountains
themselves. Similarly, the Burragorang Valley to
the south was an important area for Aboriginal
people, who lived there (and in The Gully at
Katoomba) until the valley was flooded by
Warragamba Dam in 1960.

The colony of New South Wales : exhibiting the situation and extent of the appropriated lands, including the counties, towns, village reserves, & c. compiled from
authentic surveys Robert Dixon / engraved by J.C. Walker National Library of Australia. MAP G8971.G46 1837

The “lonely” Blue Mountains? (cont’d)

It is possible that this burning was of Aboriginal
origin and aimed at Evans’ party.

So it has been suggested that the Blue
Mountains may have been sparsely populated.
However the density of recorded archaeological
sites (up to 10 per square kilometre, and even
17 per square kilometre) is comparable to other
nearby areas.
“The frequency of occupation and other sites
suggests a population comparable to other
parts of the country which have been thoroughly
investigated.”
But other considerations come into play on
these statistics, including that flaked artefact
densities in occupation sites tend to be lower
in the Blue Mountains than in areas on the
periphery - areas that would seem to be more
fertile and productive.
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There is little direct evidence of the specific
Aboriginal history of the Woodford area, but
much can be inferred from what evidence
there is and information from the wider Blue
Mountains and beyond.

crossroads in the mountains landscape
prior to the construction of Coxs Road

A recent narrative of the Country
around the Woodford Academy
has been painted especially for
display on site by Darug artist
Chris Tobin, Chris describes this
works as follows:
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam,
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper
suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea
commodo consequat. Duis autem vel
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate
velit esse molestie consequat, vel
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at
vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio
dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum
zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait
nulla facilisi.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons
ectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod
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“…whether these variations reflect differences in
the number of people or length of time people
used the sites, or in the amount and type of
activity associated with making stone tools, and
how they should be interpreted, is still a difficult
question to resolve.”
If the mountains were sparsely populated,
various explanations have been offered for
an apparently low Aboriginal presence. The
afore-mentioned adjoining regions are certainly
more ecologically productive than the sandstone
plateau, and may have been more capable of
sustaining a population.
Aboriginal people may have only ever occupied
the Blue Mountains in small numbers, or they
may have been reluctant (or scared) to be seen

or to engage. Relatedly, the early travellers may
have avoided contact because of recent conflict
in the Hawkesbury and elsewhere . Aboriginal
numbers may have already been depleted by
disease (smallpox and influenza advanced out of
the Sydney colony only a few years after white
arrival).
It also remains unclear whether Aboriginal
people occupied the plateau areas of the Blue
Mountains on a permanent basis or seasonally,
or for particular purposes only. The pattern of
use revealed by archaeological sites has led
to the suggestion that the mid-mountains may
have been mainly a ceremonial area, where
people visited for special purposes rather than
living for extended periods .
The question of population may remain
unresolved because evidence from the early
colonial period is so limited.
“…the actual size of the Blue Mountains
population in 1788, and at any other time in
the more distant past, is now impossible to
determine.”
Archaeological evidence
A vast amount of surviving physical evidence
– rock paintings, drawings and engravings,
artefacts, grinding grooves, stone arrangements,
occupation sites and more - proves that
Aboriginal people were active throughout the
Blue Mountains. A few traditional stories and
story places have also survived from earlier
times , . Some researchers believe the physical
evidence demonstrates the mountains were as
populated as other areas .
The central part of the Blue Mountains Range
around Woodford is rich in recorded Aboriginal
sites . On a rock platform in Woodford Reserve
is a ten-metre-long engraved groove which
several experts have assessed as most probably
Aboriginal in origin . It has been reported that
other engravings (animal tracks) exist on the
site but have been covered by grass growth in
recent times .
The known site in Woodford Reserve is one
of a large suite of nearby features, including a

site complex at Gloria Park, Hazelbrook, with
rockholes/wells, an engraving, grinding grooves,
artefacts and a shelter , a ‘suburban’ engraving
site at Lawson, another shelter at Horseshoe
Falls, Hazelbrook that excavations reveal
was in use 8,000 years ago, and many more
engravings, cave paintings, grinding grooves,
stone arrangements and occupation sites .
Aboriginal travel routes
The pattern of sites and other evidence
suggests also that the mid-mountains may have
been a ‘crossroads’ where east-west and northsouth travel routes met . Around Woodford,
the long ridges of Woodford Range to the
south-east and Linden Ridge and Lawson Ridge
on the north side provide easy travel routes
extending well into the surrounding country.
These ridges are well endowed with recorded
Aboriginal sites.
It has been widely suggested that the Blue
Mountains Range (and the Bell Range to the
north) may have been used by Aboriginal
people as a travel and trade route across
the mountains, linking the coastal and inland
regions. Certainly it offers one of the relatively
easier routes across the mountain ‘barrier’, as
white explorers came to realise and as remains
the case even for modern transportation.
However there is no firm evidence for a longdistance Aboriginal route where the Great
Western Highway now runs.
“…there may not have been a single path
across the Blue Mountains along either of the
main ridges, even if they were known to have
negotiable routes east and west. However, once
complete in 1814, the Great Western Road was
used by Aboriginal people living at both ends.
People from ‘far beyond the Blue Mountains’
who attended the December 1818 Conference
at the Native Institution in Parramatta probably
came along this road.”
It is almost certain that the famous Wiradjuri
resistance fighter Windradyne, also travelled
along Coxs Road at the end of the ‘Wiradjuri
Wars’ in 1824.
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Aboriginal presence, and there may be other
evidence as yet undiscovered. There has been
one suggestion of a possible Aboriginal burial,
from Aunty Carol Cooper ; there is no other
information on this.

“Windradyne marched for seventeen days
across the mountain range into Parramatta at
the head of his force of nearly 200 warriors to
attend the Governor’s annual feast. With the
word ‘peace’ stuck in his hat, he surrendered.
The settlers who came to see him were
awestruck.”

The reliable spring that existed just outside the
current western boundary of Woodford Reserve
would have been as attractive to Aboriginal
people as it later became to white settlers.

We do not know if Windradyne or other
Aboriginal travellers camped at 20 Mile Hollow,
but given that they were on foot, it is possible.

Swamps in the Blue Mountains have been
recognised as particularly rich sources of plant
and animal food for Aboriginal people.

Aboriginal antiquity
Some sources suggest “Aboriginal people are
known to have occupied mainland Australia
for at least 65,000 years” , but the oldest
firm evidence is around 50,000 years . This
includes artefacts from the eastern foot of the
Blue Mountains . Other unconfirmed evidence
suggests even greater antiquity. However
“Aboriginal people traditionally believe they
have been here in their country since the time of
creation” .
The oldest known evidence of occupation on
the Blue Mountains plateau is about 22,000
years, on Kings Tableland . This was during the
last glacial period when the climate was colder
and drier than present, and the vegetation of
the Blue Mountains would have been quite
different with extensive grassland and only
limited forests. The warming phase that ended
about 10,000 years ago changed the weather,
vegetation and available resources, and may
also have led to population pressure in coastal
areas, particularly if the sea at times advanced
quite rapidly inland.
Aboriginal people at 20 Mile Hollow
If traditional Aboriginal routes used the main
ridgelines, then the generally scarce wateringpoints along the ridges would have been of
considerable importance – as they became for
white travellers in the next historical phase.
The 10-metre-long engraved line on the outcrop
in Woodford Reserve is of uncertain meaning,
but may have directed water to other engraved
features (similar lines are known from the Central
Coast) . The one known engraving proves

“Swamps were important to Aboriginal people in
providing perennial water and a wide variety of
bush tucker.”
“The concentration of artefact scatters around
swamps, such as at Asgard and Newnes
Plateau, shows the attraction of swamps, with
their plentiful food resources, to foragers of the
past.”
“Each creek has a swamp at its source and
although individually small, this environment
is widespread and was an important food
source…Swamps have specialised plant
communities that supplied foods and medicines
and were places to collect yabbies, small fish,
snakes and lizards and to hunt swamp rats,
bandicoots and small marsupials.”

N OT E S

downstream from here in 1885 and Wentworth Falls Lake being built in 1902.

Aboriginal history

it is apparent that 20 Mile Hollow
was originally positioned as a natural

by Aboriginal people before colonisation.

at Linden over a 17 year period between the dam on Woodford Creek being constructed in a mile

7

Looking at the landscape view of
the central Blue Mountains in 1837,
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6: crossroads on country

4. a line of hollows

New owners
Hogan was a solid and sound landlord and he
and his wife Mary, (specifically mentioned on
the title deed) reliably managed the property for
16 years with a succession of Innkeepers and
without incident.
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The 20 Mile Hollow swamp would have been
a useful and accessible swamp, in a position
where multiple travel routes converged.
Pre-colonial Aboriginal people would almost
certainly have travelled by and camped at this
place. The engraving and the rock platforms in
the basin below the spring may have been other
attractions. It has been suggested that the bare
rock platforms were originally more extensive,
but have become overgrown with introduced
grasses.

Dispossession at Woodford
The Aboriginal people seem to have been
quickly dispossessed of what became 20 Mile
Hollow, as they were along the whole route
of Cox’s Road. James’ sly grog shop and
especially ‘The Woodman’ inn and associated
use of the adjoining land were strong statements
of ‘possession’ of the important spring, and
would have sent a clear message of rejection
to the Aboriginal ‘owners’. The colonials would
have been ignorant that that was what they
were doing, and probably would not have cared
anyway as Aboriginal culture and society was
routinely devalued and ignored by the new
settlers.
The water and the engraving are evidence
that the site was a significant component of
Aboriginal Country. We may never know if the
site held greater importance, as perhaps a
place of story or ceremony or particular totemic
affiliation and obligation. We don’t know how
much value Woodford Reserve specifically held
for the original inhabitants, but we do know that
dispossession of Country and of sacred places
was widespread and inexorable.
We also do not know for certain if and when
Aboriginal people stopped visiting 20 Mile
Hollow once the place was occupied by the
colonials, but it seems likely since there are no
known contemporary reports of such visits.
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A later 1839 advertisement detailed the stabling
for six horses, store, stock and sheep-yards,with
a productive garden and an overflowing spring
of pure water.
When Michael Hogan purchased the Inn in
1839 to add to his healthy portfolio of land
investments he also claimed the right to the
original full 50 acres Crown grant promised to
Pembroke - Portion 1 of the County of Cook.

Lapstone Hill near Penrith. Sketches of Australian scenes, 1852-1853
/ J. G. Sawkins. State Library of NSW

Prior to the discovery of gold north of Bathurst in 1851, passage
across the mountains road tended to be a relatively considered
activity. Many travellers had their own horses thereby ensuring
they could get across the mountains in two days. Haulage
contractors with bullock teams were used to being self sufficient
in the week or so it took them for a crossing.
All this changed with the discovery of gold north of Bathurst in the autumn of
1851. In the mayhem that followed the road across the Mountains from Sydney to

Road over the Blue Mountains to the Bathurst district National Library of Australia

“Measured to the 16th mile, immediately after which
the ground got very rocky, and in half-a-mile we
came to a high mountain, which will cost much
labour to make a road over.”

After advancing his men forward the next day he
made a start on the ‘high mountain’ on 29 August:
“Commenced operations on the mountain, with all
the men. ... Had to remove an immense quantity
of rock, both in going up the mountain and on the
pass leading to the bluff on the west of it. Examined
the high rocks well, and fixed on making a road off it
from the bluff instead of winding round it.”
And there they stayed for the next few weeks
working away at the challenges before them.
On 11 September Cox wrote: “From the bridge it
continues rocky over two or three small passes to
Caley’s pile; from thence, at least two miles further,
the mountain is nearly a solid rock. At places high
broken rocks; at others, very hanging or shelving,
which makes it impossible to make a level, good

Whereas today both the road and railway line
contour around the hillside past Bulls Camp, the
original route had several steep set downs and jump
ups that would have been prone to washouts.
The risks travellers faced because of this were
highlighted in a newspaper report in January 1835
that noted: “But a more serious accident had
occurred a few days before; for a bullock-driver,
when conducting his team and dray, which was
heavily laden with wool, down a steep part of the
road near the Twenty mile-hollow was killed on the
spot by the overturning of the dray, in consequence
of the prodigious inequalities of the surface. The
poor man lies buried by the way-side, and I trust his
solitary grave will long remind the colonial authorities
of the necessity of keeping the mountain road in
better repair.”

road.”

The Colonist (Sydney, NSW : 1835 - 1840) View title info Thu 8 Jan 1835

Tracing from working plan between Linden and Woodford [cartographic material] / N.S.W. Railways. New South Wales Government Railways and Tramways. 1915. State Library of NSW

Truth 21 Aug 1921
Inn at Twenty Mile Hollow Oswald Brierly 1842. State Library of NSW

The presence of the nearby road
construction operations would have been
a major benefit for the “Inn at Twenty Mile
Hollow” as it traded through the dark days
of the depression years that gripped New

impact of travellers going by with less disposable income
would have been at least offset.

In 1921, Captain Bull’s eldest daughter (then aged 90)
was able to recall her time residing at the inn from 184244. She remembered living in attached cottage close
enough to the road to recognise passers by. This accords
with the sketch we have of the inn made in the same year
as the Bull’s moved in to their new abode.
By the time that the convict gang was relocated to

South Wales in the early 1840s.
As land values slumped due to drought, land ownership
title issues and a drop in the price of Australian wool,
wheat and livestock being sold to Britain, a credit
squeeze took hold. Wages fell and unemployment rose.
With 50 thirsty stockade guards based nearby and the
convict gang superintendent in residence at the inn, the

Blackheath in 1844, the worst of the depression was
over. A travellers account from 1848 later speaks of both
the quality of the roadworks Capt Bull left in his wake and
the nature of the hospitality on offer to travellers at the inn
at Twenty Mile Hollow.
Indeed he suggests people don’t enter these premises as
the place is so hospitable that you’ll never complete your
intended day’s journey from Springwood to Weatherboad
Inn (Wentworth Falls).
Bells Life in Sydney 12 Feb 1848

18

Bathurst was packed with would be gold seekers in various states of preparation
and diverse speeds of transit. These travellers often had no choice but to “accept the
accommodation afforded by the overcrowded wayside inns in those parts.”
With demand exceeding supply, the conditions were primed for additional service
providers to start up businesses along the Western Road. As one report noted in 1853
in a trip across the mountains “there are many beautiful little inns which the coaches

DRAFT

He began to use his land grant like a cash
converter and continually borrowedagainst
it, leading to a total debt of over £150. His
creditors, Hughes & Hoskings, tookover the
lease of the property and advertised it for sale
- this one of the earliest descriptions ofthe land,
its aspect, advantages and improvements.

Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth’s determination
to follow the ridgeline left William Cox with the
challenge of building a road along the highest
ground that arcs around the upper catchment of
Woodford Creek. He first appreciated the scale of
this problem on August 27 1814 when he wrote:

DRAFT

frequented. By the time the new Superintendent of the “ironed gang” – John
Edward Newell Bull – was appointed to take charge in November 1842, the
inn also provided accommodation for the road gang’s commanding officer.
Bull arrived on site in the final stage of the roadwork project and within two
years was overseeing the relocation of the Bulls Camp “ironed gang station”
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For sale
1838 “Woodman Inn,”- Bathurst Road.where may be constantly enjoyed (even,
thisunpropitious season) the most delicious
spring water, air most salubrious, with
mostextensive prospect of southern and
eastern country. Fifty Acres being a Grant from
theCrown. Stabling, Stock-yards, Garden,
and twenty Acres fell and nearly cleared
for aPaddock. Apply to Messrs. Hughes &
Hoskings.

N OT E S

that “as it is the first handy place for twenty miles, [one] should halt and take a drink.”

3. pure water
WOODFORD ACADEMY + ENVIRONS: STORY DISTILLATION –
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5: a transitioning landscape

The traveller’s account (above) of crossing the Coxs Road in 1827 makes special note

array of stops available whereby you could simply pull over when it suited you. Like desert travellers the world over,

Neighbourhood dispute
This initial period of European settlement was
marked by one of the earliest Blue Mountains
Neighbourhood disputes, a bitter and ongoing
clash which was only resolved with the death
ofMary James, the arrest of her husband on
the charge of assisting her suicide and the
imprisonment of Pembroke for his drunken
testimony, which caused the acquittal of
James,who later died on a prison Hulk.
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8: highway centre

either pass altogether or stop at for a few minutes, where a person travelling ... could
make himself particularly comfortable.”

The Argus 14 Aug 1852

In the longer term these new start ups meant competition for the established places

20

like the Kings Arms Inn at Twenty Mile Hollow with the advantage of its precious liquor
Sydney Morning Herald March 1853

licence. In the opening years of the 1850s however, lack of trade was definitely not an
issue that the well established mountain innkeepers needed to worry about.

DRAFT

Michael Hogan – profitably sold his 50
acre property to William Buss and his
wife Bridget for the sum of £1040.
This meant that new live in owners arrived on site
armed with a range of ambitions to upgrade and
develop the full potential of the premises at a time
when the initial pulse of gold seeker traffic was
dropping back in favour of less hectic but more
predictable patterns of commercial activity. To
help fund the significant property improvements he
undertook, Buss took out a mortgage of £500 in

This was the same block of land that had been the
location of a sly grog venue run by William and Mary

1858.

James in the early 1830s. The construction of the

Coinciding with – and even possibly

incident in late 1854 whereby three convicted felons

influencing their decision to purchase
the property – was the move then
underway to relocate the central
mountains lock up from Weatherboard
(Wentworth Falls) down to the vacant
block of land next door immediately
west of the inn.

Bathurst and Sydney gold escort, scene, Blue Mountain Road c. 1851 National Library of Australia

8.3: highway centre – enter the 1860s

1855 was a pivotal year in the history
of 20 Mile Hollow. It was in that year
that the absentee landlord of 16 years –

new lock up there may have been hastened by an
in the process of being conveyed by the gold escort
had tunnelled out of the lock up then located up the
road to the west at Weatherboard (Wentworth Falls).
As a newspaper report dryly noted “Delinquents
are captured at considerable trouble, prosecuted at
great expense and as now appears to be the rule,
forwarded to the Blue Mountains to be turned loose
upon society.” The construction of a new lock up
facility at 20 Mile Hollow presumably went some way
to addressing these failings, while at the same time
positioning the location as a crucial staging depot

Freemans Journal 18 Nov 1854

8.5: highway centre – railway construction work
Two days before the end of the goldrush decade
that was the 1850s, the Bathurst Electric
Telegraph opened for business.
This momentous event of a telegraph line opening across the Blue
Mountains to connect Bathurst and Sydney was however just the
first of a series of infrastructure innovations that would in their turn

Sydney Morning Herald 30 Dec 1859

become the indelible markers of the new decade.
By winter 1860, the Western Railway line was extended as far as
Blacktown and planning for the construction of the rail line over the
Blue Mountains was well advanced. The roll out of the mountains
rail crossing in the 1860s ushered in an entirely new phase of
community development for the region. It also put a permanent
dividing line across the ridge crest in a way that was to split both
present and future villages in two, separating out those places
north of the line from their immediate neighbours to the south.
The status quo of the mountains at the start of the 1860s is neatly
summarised in the map here dating from 1861. It shows the
location of the new telegraph line and indicates those towns with a
post office.
This defines the feature mountains towns as being Emu (Plains),
Blaxland (unlabelled), Springwood, Weatherboard (now Wentworth
Falls /unlabelled), Blackheath and Mt Victoria.

Map of New South Wales & Victoria compiled & reduced from the Government maps by F. Proeschel, geographer Melbourne :
Engraved & printed by Brown & Slight, Clarendon Street, Emerald Hill, 1861 National Library of Australia r

It indicates that of all the pioneer inn locations across the
mountains, only the one at Twenty Mile Hollow had failed to
establish a foundation as a civic centre in its own right. This was
to have significant implications for both the value of the existing
investments at the Hollow and also for its future development.
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Atlas of the settled counties of New South Wales. County of Cook,
N.S.W. Created/Published [Sydney : Published by Basch & Co., 1872].
National Library of Australia. MAP RaA 18 Plate 2

Convicts building road over the Blue Mountains, N.S.W., 1833. National Library of Australia

to its new operational base at Blackheath.

for the gold escorts.

of 20 Mile Hollow as providing a “pretty spring of excellent water”. It further advises
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6 H ghway bypass c oss oads on

realignments needed to bypass the rocky ridgetop alignment of the original
Western Road around the head of Woodford Creek (as it was later named).
This event marked the beginning of an eight year period where the inn at
20 Mile Hollow found itself centrally located immediately west of a major
construction site. With 50 officers attending to the convict stockade at 18
Mile Hollow, the licensed premises just 2 miles away would have been well

8.2: highway centre – renewal at the hollow
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4 Ra way bypass 1867 - 1930s
5 H ghway cen e aga n 1930s-2015

Even as this newspaper report went to press in 1835, convict chain gangs

21

2. ridgeline oases

one’s travel plans across the mountains were dictated by the location of the oases – the fertile points where both

Govetts Trace
The first official settlers of 20 Mile Hollow
were Thomas Michael Pembroke, his wife
FrancisCollits and their young family.

Even with the advantages of having Pierce
Collits as a Father-in-law Pembroke was not a
success.

It’s hard to credit today just how
difficult the final run into 20 Mile Hollow
was for both explorers, road builders
and travellers alike in the early 1800s.

The Colonist 8 Jan 1835

8.1: highway centre – roadside support

2

Extracts from an article titled “A Ride to Bathurst” published in The Australian Newspaper on 20 March 1827
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3 H ghway cen e 1851-1867

Emu Ford to Spring-Wood is comparatively excellent ... but the portion of
road from Spring-Wood to the Weatherboard Hut ... is execrable in the
extreme.”

working on the roads were being relocated from Emu Plains to “Caleys
Repulse the Seventeen Mile Pinch” to start work on the major road

17

The map shows how Pembrokes selection
includes James’s stockyard.

These a e

2 Bush co do ways de 1814 -1851

Australasian Chronicle 22 Nov 1842

Sydney Gazette 10 April 1834
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The Sydney Herald (NSW : 1831 - 1842) View title info Mon 20 Jul 1835

A map of New South Wales : from the best authorities and from the latest discoveries 1825 / J. Tyrer sc J. Souter, St. Pauls Ch. Yard, March 1825. National Library of Australia MAP NK 2456/114

7.4: bush corridor wayside – depression years at the inn

By the mid 1830s under the auspices of the new Surveyor
General Thomas Mitchell, the Emu Plains entry and the
Mount Victoria/Mt York exit off the mountains had been
massively improved.
As a newspaper correspondent noted in 1835, “The mountain-road from

WOODFORD ACADEMY + ENVIRONS: STORY DISTILLATION –
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1. water is life

3

1 C oss oads on Coun y - p e 1813

frequented. By the time the new Superintendent of the “ironed gang” – John
Edward Newell Bull – was appointed to take charge in November 1842, the
inn also provided accommodation for the road gang’s commanding officer.
Bull arrived on site in the final stage of the roadwork project and within two
years was overseeing the relocation of the Bulls Camp “ironed gang station”

This hut is still marked onthis map along with
his later settlement marked as ‘Pembrokes
Waterhole’.It is ironic and unfortunate that the
land he finally settled on was already occupied
by thesquatter William James who had already
erected a slab hut, and stables and put in
applicationto be granted the land he occupied.

WOODFORD ACADEMY + ENVIRONS: STORY DISTILLATION –
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settlers and commerce out of the Sydney Basin to the lands west of the mountains. With horse riders typically able
to travel 30-40 miles a day across hilly formed roads, this made the mountain crossing an overnight outing at best.
Bullock teams by contrast needed to make camp every 9-10 miles in their week long trip over the range.
In 1835, the Sydney Herald helpfully published for the guidance of travellers a list of the licensed premises located
across the Mountains. Pembrokes at Twenty Mile Hollow is positioned 55 miles from Sydney, 10 miles west of
Fitzgeralds Valley (Springwood) and 8 miles east of Weatherboard (Wentworth Falls).
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Distillation of
stories about the
Woodford Academy
grounds and
environs from the
distant past to the
present day
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Convicts building road over the Blue Mountains, N.S.W., 1833. National Library of Australia

to its new operational base at Blackheath.

Pembroke was a self admitted man of dogged
persistence. He had first squatted at 24
milehollow - Christmas Swamp - with the
intention of setting up an Inn.
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realignments needed to bypass the rocky ridgetop alignment of the original
Western Road around the head of Woodford Creek (as it was later named).
This event marked the beginning of an eight year period where the inn at
20 Mile Hollow found itself centrally located immediately west of a major
construction site. With 50 officers attending to the convict stockade at 18
Mile Hollow, the licensed premises just 2 miles away would have been well

The Colonist 8 Jan 1835

as pa o a s age 1 p ocess unde aken by

he n e p e ve hemes and ove a app oach

Even as this newspaper report went to press in 1835, convict chain gangs
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Emu Ford to Spring-Wood is comparatively excellent ... but the portion of
road from Spring-Wood to the Weatherboard Hut ... is execrable in the
extreme.”

working on the roads were being relocated from Emu Plains to “Caleys
Repulse the Seventeen Mile Pinch” to start work on the major road
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7.3: bush corridor wayside – fixing the road

By the mid 1830s under the auspices of the new Surveyor
General Thomas Mitchell, the Emu Plains entry and the
Mount Victoria/Mt York exit off the mountains had been
massively improved.
As a newspaper correspondent noted in 1835, “The mountain-road from
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7.3: bush corridor wayside – fixing the road

The s o y na a ves o Wood o d Rese ve

The construction of the “Road over the Mt.” in 1814 took one of a network of traditional
Aboriginal pathways and turned this into a route over which wheeled vehicles could
travel. People could still walk/ride along a diverse array of mountain access routes,
however when it came to the movement of goods and materials there was only one
option to follow.
The 50 mile section of road from the ford on the Nepean River to the Hartley Valley became the magnet drawing

7.2: bush corridor wayside – the initial approach to 20 Mile Hollow

14

Dispossession spread rapidly from the initial
colony at Sydney, and proceeded apace in
the Blue Mountains after the 1813 ‘crossing’
and subsequent road construction. The water
source and swamp in Woodford Reserve was
very likely an Aboriginal place from which they
were dispossessed when first James and then
Pembroke occupied it. It is not known if it had
special significance but it was part of Country
with deep connections to the identity of local
Darug and/or Gundungurra people. This
dispossession was part of the wider dislocation
of Aboriginal people across Australia.

2
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Passage over the Blue Mountains 1821.
National Library of Australia
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1. research and content

7.1: bush corridor wayside – a multi-day mountain crossing

7: bush
corridor
wayside

In 1863 construction work on the Linden-Woodford section of the Western
Railway line got underway when the contractors (Duxbury and Kerr) set
up a construction camp at Bulls Camp. It was here that the most difficult
construction work facing this section of the line took place due to the works
comprising “tunnels and gullets fifty feet deep.”
This was a relatively remote location for the construction camp at that time and as a result the

Sydney Mail 24 Sept 1864

contractor set up their own on site store to allow the workers to purchase the groceries and supplies
they needed. Having a drink after work however was one service they could not offer. Fortunately
licensed premises were just a mile or two away at the Buss’ Kings Arms Inn to the west and this
patronage doubtless boosted the Inn’s cash flows during the two year constructio

Sydney Morning Herald 14 March 1864
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The proposed interpretive experience
comprises two elements.
The major component is the “layersintime walk” taking the

Woo
dbur
y Str
eet

Transit of
Venus Walk

visitor on a loop of the central estate grounds of Woodford
House / Woodford Academy. The route of this 1.4km walk along
the street verges is shown on the map opposite. In keeping with

layersintime walk

the residential / informal nature of the present day streetscapes
being traversed, most detailed content along the route will be
provided via the web app. Selective signage nodes as indicated

Weroona Avenue

will affirm a sense of ongoing connection along the route while

sign
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also inviting casual passers by to opt in and connect with the
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deeper digital narrative on offer.
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Court
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Given the lack of any formal path network across the Woodford
Reserve interpretive interventions in this space are problematic.
We strongly prefer to only install interpretive signage in places
where the user nodes can be developed such as to invite the
visitor to step aside from their transit along the path “corridor”
and take in the material on offer.
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Accordingly given the “ad hoc” nature of visitor traffic across the
precinct, interpretation of this space is best vested in the web
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2. layersintime walk
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map. Supporting connection at significant places as marked
can be delivered via QR code postmarkers.
These postmarker interventions when allied to sandstone block
seating are far more subtle and discrete than interpretive signs
and as such can be nestled within the landscape setting such
as to provide low key points of connection.
This postmarker approach also has direct utility for the future
interpretation of the Woodford Academy precinct as it delivers
minimal visual intervention while at the same time as turning the
precinct into an interactive landscape for the user to explore.
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3. web app content
The role of the web app in delivering the interpretive outcome for the Layers in Time
Walk is pivotal. It provides the detailed narrative that people can access either via a

Substantially one
page website
format utilising
simple out and
back links

chronological basis as per the research report or simply delve into the material on a site
specific focus as they move around the walk.

By using the web app support, the interpretive signs are left much lighter in terms of the
burden of essential material they may otherwise need to carry in terms of conveying the
very significant body of “essential messaging”.

Being a web app people do not need to download any material to their phone and it also
means that content can be translated on the fly into the language of the users choice.

The rationale behind the web app approach is explained in detail on the Nature Tourism
Services website as per the link here.

To view the web app for the Layers in Time walk - simply click the link here. Alternatively

snap the QR code. Both desktop/ tablet and phone versions of this adaptive web app are
in place. Please note that content for the site locations is pending at this time. All other
material is in place.

Interactive map
menu leads
to supporting
content page
specific to each
location
Background
narrative as per
research report

While the highway entry showed off the
building, it was the ground out the back
where most of the stories unfolded.
following the ‘Layers in Time Walk’
around the former grounds of the
Woodford estate.
Access to the National Trust grounds
containing the historic house is provided
S tr
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on a regular basis via open days staffed
by Woodford Academy volunteers.
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to the backyard entry to Woodford Academy.

the

Academy

grounds

Walking up to the main building from here gives
you the chance to follow in the footsteps of the
dusty students returning to quarters after a rugby

of the Woodford Academy.

or cricket match here on the open playing fields.

Discover how the presence
of a spring here at 20 Mile

Alternatively one could imagine strolling alongside

Hollow made it a natural
oasis for both Aboriginal

a party of guests returning back to their

people and Europeans.

accommodation after a stroll around the spacious

Use your phone camera to

grounds of Woodford House.

snap the QR codes for
more information about the

While the highway entry showed off the
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stature of the Blue Mountains oldest
building, it was the ground out the back
where most of the stories unfolded.
Today this heritage can be explored by
following the ‘Layers in Time Walk’
around the former grounds of the
Woodford estate.
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accommodation after a stroll around the spacious
grounds of Woodford House.
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to the backyard entry to Woodford Academy.

Woodford Avenue. The avenue was then a fairly new
creation that had resulted from the breakup of

Alfred Fairfax’s major Woodford estate and the need
to build an access road into the Weroona House
property constructed c. 1908.

Academy

grounds

Follow the 1.4km Layers in
Time walk on a stroll
around the former grounds
of the Woodford Academy.
Discover how the presence
of a spring here at 20 Mile
Hollow made it a natural
oasis for both Aboriginal
people and Europeans.
Use your phone camera to
snap the QR codes for
more information about the
sites along the walk.
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4. signage

20 Mile Hollow

interpretive signage

marker signage

The Layers in Time Trail will have 8 interpretive signs of relatively modest proportions in keeping with the need for these to assimilate easily into the surrounding
streetscape setting. The finished artwork panel is 500m wide by 600mm high affixed to the painted signage frame as shown and mounted to a sandstone block

500*500*800mm free standing on compacted 100mm thick roadbase pad. Three of these will cluster at the entry to Woodford Reserve, the remaining five will extend
across the walk as per the locations shown on the map. Within the reserve only marker signage will be used to link people in with the web app content page.

to the backyard entry to Woodford Academy.

While the highway entry showed off the

Walking up to the main building from here gives

building, it was the land out the back

Artwork: Chris Tobin

stature of the Blue Mountains’ oldest
where most of the stories unfolded.

dusty students returning to quarters after a rugby

Today this heritage can be explored by

or cricket match here on the open playing fields.

following the ‘Layers in Time Walk’

Alternatively one could imagine strolling alongside

Woodford estate.

around the former grounds of the

a party of guests returning back to their

Access to the National Trust grounds

accommodation after wandering around the

containing the historic house is provided
on a regular basis via open days staffed
by Woodford Academy volunteers.
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Follow the 1.4km Layers in
Time walk on a stroll
around the former grounds
of the Woodford Academy.
Discover how the presence
of a spring here at 20 Mile
Hollow made it a natural
oasis for both Aboriginal
people and Europeans.
Use your phone camera to
snap the QR codes for
more information about the
sites along the walk.
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Woodford Reserve is a 4.5 acre (1.8 ha) remnant of the original 50 acre holding taken

Artwork: Chris Tobin

up here by Thomas Pembroke in the 1830s. This central pillar of land provided the
core resource for inn keepers operating here through until the late 1860s.
In the 1870s, the then new owner – Alfred Fairfax – added adjoining blocks to the
east and west of this 50 acre block to create an estate covering 100 acres of
ground which he called Woodford. Fairfax’s sale of this property in 1897 paved the
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Following his death in 1944, the estate passed to
his daughter Gertrude. In 1976 she sold this four
acre allotment to Blue Mountains Council for the
purpose of establishing a public reserve. Over
the next 40 years the grounds were cared for by
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volunteers who keep the grass in order and
planted many of the trees we see on site today.
In 2018 the volunteers were able to finally
down mowers and turn their
attention to other conservation

Woodford Academy

matters when the Council took
over the maintenance operations here.
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precious remnant

Follow the 1.4km Layers in
Time walk on a stroll
around the former grounds
of the Woodford Academy.
Discover how the presence
of a spring here at 20 Mile
Hollow made it a natural
oasis for both Aboriginal
people and Europeans.
Use your phone camera to
snap the QR codes for
more information about the
sites along the walk.
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Even as late as 1872 when this atlas map was made,
20 Mile Hollow was recognised as one of the pivotal
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Its name was a literal recognition of the existence of a
roadside hollow offering precious permanent water

Artwork: Chris Tobin

20 miles on from the Nepean River. The enormous value of
this resource to travellers was featured in one account of a
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The changes which have unfolded
here at 20 Mile Hollow over the
course of the past 200 years can be
traced out today by reimagining the
bird’s eye views of this landscape.
From its origins as a humble roadside
stopover in the 1830s and through to
the drama of the gold rush years, the
hollow served the needs of travellers
using the Mountains Road.

Together with the coming of the railway from 1867 onwards , the name of
the hollow was changed to Woodford. Its focus shifted more from catering
for overnight stopover travellers to providing extended stays for people
seeking respite from the city.
As the early 1900s ushered in the closer urban development we see around
us today, the hollow faded from view in the popular narrative of Woodford.
Today its pivotal place in the history of this iconic mountains town is being
reassessed and reappreciated from both its Aboriginal and Eurpoean
heritage standpoints.

20 Mile hollow
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Blue Mountains’ landmarks.

Follow the 1.4km Layers in
Time walk on a stroll
around the former grounds
of the Woodford Academy.
Discover how the presence
of a spring here at 20 Mile
Hollow made it a natural
oasis for both Aboriginal
people and Europeans.
Use your phone camera to
snap the QR codes for
more information about the
sites along the walk.
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the traveller’s path along the barren

was no doubting what its main feature

Artwork: Chris Tobin

was. An ‘overflowing spring of PURE
WATER’ was a very precious asset on
mountains’ ridgeline.

Standing here you are amongst the swampy ground that soaked up the water
delivered by the mountain spring draining the higher ground to the west. This made
the ground ideal for both fruit trees and cultivation. Its produce underpinned both the
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The chain of mountain swamps arcing down from Blackheath and Wentworth Falls
to 20 Mile Hollow and beyond to Springwood would have been vital centres of
cultural life in the mountains.

Native gunyahs near Springwood c. 1822. Courtesy National Library of Aus.

Artwork: Chris Tobin

water is life
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first put up for sale in June 1839, there

Follow the 1.4km Layers in
Time walk on a stroll
around the former grounds
of the Woodford Academy.
Discover how the presence
of a spring here at 20 Mile
Hollow made it a natural
oasis for both Aboriginal
people and Europeans.
Use your phone camera to
snap the QR codes for
more information about the
sites along the walk.
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The Woodford tennis court dates back
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were happy to share their new

family built Weroona – their palatial

‘splendidly arranged’ tennis centre.

residence – here in north Woodford.

At the inaugural Woodford

Having acquired the bulk of the former

Academy speech day in 1907,

Fairfax estate, the Waterhouses took

they were heartily thanked for

Artwork: Chris Tobin

putting their tennis court at the

advantage of the location’s

school’s disposal.

cultivated surrounds
including the established
gardens and orchards.
As the Blue Mountains Echo
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c.1924

On court 1933.
Courtesy National Library of Australia

Weroona – their Waterhouse residence, Blue Mountains Echo 25 Dec 1909

The Woodford tennis courts were prominently featured in the 1924 Woodford
Academy Estate subdivision plans showing the main town buildings. Following
Weroona House burning down in the bushfires of 1957, the courts were resumed
by the Blue Mountains Council in the following year.

weroona’s tennis legacy
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to around 1907 when the Waterhouse

From the outset, the Waterhouses

Follow the 1.4km Layers in
Time walk on a stroll
around the former grounds
of the Woodford Academy.
Discover how the presence
of a spring here at 20 Mile
Hollow made it a natural
oasis for both Aboriginal
people and Europeans.
Use your phone camera to
snap the QR codes for
more information about the
sites along the walk.
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Soon after Alfred Fairfax purchased Buss’ Inn in 1869, he
renamed it Woodford and converted it to his country
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astronomical observations in the mountain air.

A book on the 1874 Transit of Venus published by the Sydney
Observatory in 1892 included a photograph listing many of
those involved in the project. H. C. Russell and
members of the Woodford team are featured
here in this edited compilation.
Courtesy Museum of Applied
Arts and Sciences

When the Government Astronomer Henry

Artwork: Chris Tobin

Russell, selected Woodford as one of three
regional observation posts to record the
Transit of Venus on 9 December 1874,
a bush observatory was set up here on
the 10 acre block of land newly acquired by
Fairfax immediately west of his main property.
While the observations that day proved useful,
it was a series of experiments made here in
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Transit of Venus Observation Camp at Woodford, 1874.
Courtesy Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences

mountains’ observatory
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residence. By 1872 he had commenced making

Transit of Venus - The NSW Observers.
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more information about the
sites along the walk.
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If you were standing here in 1869, you may well have been waiting for the afternoon
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This was due in at Buss’ some time around 3pm. With any luck the train would have
stopped for you at the platform, although in wet conditions the steep gradient of the line
meant it could struggle to pull up in time.

Artwork: Chris Tobin

Following the station name being
Waterhouse
premises

Edgeworth
David’s house

location was steadily moved down
the hill over the next 30 years.
have been guests returning to Sydney
after their stay here at the Woodford
Guesthouse. Throughout the latter part
of the 1800s, Woodford was a favourite
destination for people seeking a

The coming of the railway to the central Blue Mountains in 1867 heralded times of
change for the Buss family’s roadside inn at 20 Mile Hollow. While some travellers
chose to get off at the platform built immediately opposite the inn, most initially
carried on up the line to Wentworth Falls and beyond. This later changed in the
1880s, when the inn was adapted to provide guesthouse accommodation.
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layers in time walk

WOODFORD RESERVE + ENVIRONS: INTERPRETATION STRATEGY –

DRAFT

train from Mount Victoria en route to Sydney.
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We can’t be sure what Woodford Academy – the Blue Mountains’ oldest building –

originally looked like in 1834. We can however get some idea from a detailed sketch
made of the property eight years later in 1842.

Artwork: Chris Tobin

Following Thomas Pembroke being granted a liquor licence to operate at Twenty Mile
Hollow, the way was clear for him to construct a ‘well built stone and wood house on the
roadside known by the sign of The Woodman.’
At the time that Pembroke sold the property in 1839 the inn comprised ‘nine excellent
rooms, stabling for six horses, store, stock and sheepyards with a productive garden and
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an overflowing spring of pure water.’
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The additions which added the second storey loft to the
western edge of the building date back to the late 1850s when
the inn was run by the Buss family. The prominent line of first
floor rooms we see to the right in this 1905 photo, arose in
1885 at a time when the property was being adapted to
its new role as a guesthouse.
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Between 1907–1925, these rooms
provided the dormitory accommodation
used by students boarding at the
Woodford Academy.
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